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STUDY GUIDE #7: Creating the Constitution (1776-1790)

Directions:  Complete each of the following on a separate piece of paper utilizing
your notebook or your textbook.

Kev Vocabulary: constitution, executive, economic depression, judicial branch,
compromise, ratify, (plus vocab in packet)

1. Governing a New Nation (Articles of Confederation)

a. Identify & describe THREE problems with the Articles of Confederation.

b. Identify & describe the TWO achievements of the Articles of
Confederation. (Land Ordinance of 1785 & Northwest Ordinance)

c. List THREE powers the Confederation Congress had under the Articles.

d. List THREE powers the states had under the Articles.

e. What powers did the Confederation Congress NOT HAVE but needed
very badly? LIST TWO.

f. Briefly describe the events that led to Shays’® Rebellion.

g. Identify & describe TWO results of Shays’ Rebellion.

2. The Constitutional Convention
a. Delegates: What were they like? Give TWO examples of the “founding
fathers.”
b. Define the following compromises: Great, 3/5"s, trade (commerce),
election, & slave trade
¢. Why was James Madison called the “father of the U.S. constitution™?

3. Debating the Constitution
a. Define: Federalists, Anti-Federalists — list one person for each.
b. List TWO arguments in favor of the U.S. Constitution
c. List TWO argument against the U.S. Constitution
d. Why was a Bill of Rights necessary?

4. The Branches, Checks & Balances, Separation of Powers, & Federalism

a. What are the powers of each branch? List TWO for each. (p. 256)

b. What (and who) are in each of the three branches?

c. For each of the branches, list TWO checks & balances they have on one
another. (p. 257)

d. What are the qualifications & terms of service for: President, Senator,
Representative, & Supreme Court Justice?

e. How does a bill become a law? (p. 259)

f. List two powers for each of the following from federalism: National
Government, State Government, Shared Power (p.268)
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3. Bill of Rights, Amendments & Change

a.

oo T

Number 1-10 and after each, list the basic rights given to Americans in the
first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution. (What are they called?0
How does the Constitution allow for change?

Who was left out of the original Constitution?

What is the “unwritten constitution” and what’s in it?

Elastic Clause: What is it?

6. Vocabulary
a. Do you know your Constitution Vocabulary?



